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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Washington Post Article on Satellite
Reconnaissance.

I. As a result of a preliminary analysis of the article entitled
"Our Fantastic Eye in the Sky' which appeared in the Washington Post
on 8 December 1963, OSA/DD/S & T has concluded that virtually all of
statistics and '"disclosures'' featured in the article hav- previously
apseared in puriic avint and can be considered to be in the public do-
malin. This does not ia any way ‘oreclosc on the possibility o security
breaches which m:ght have pertained wita ceeard to the original dis
closures, but it does suggest that they av. ,ust being repeatea ir ch.
article under review.

Z. Analysis of the articie unde staken by OSA results from =
recessarily cursory examination o) the large body of material whick

previously been published or satel.it. rzconnaissance. Considerzi:co

Tore time than has been allocated for -e sreparation of this paper
would be required to identify specificaliy all of the publicaticns and
articles from which the author has assembled this feature; however

v have been advised that the CIA Office of Security has undertaken

w7 investigation and a more thorough analysis of the article to estab.y .-
tzyond question OSA's initial evaluation of the article.

3. In summary, although the informe.ion contained in the article

is substantially true, there are sufficient inzccuracies and omissions to
suggest that the author has taken data from open sources and previous

NRO review(s) completed.
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publications, embroidered it witih some ol his own speculation and
presented it as a composite and authenic picture of the U. S.
satellite reconnaissance program.

ALBERT D, WHEELON
Deputy Director
(Science and Technology)
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